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Applicant(s) 1 / ^ \ 
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ITO ET AL. 


Examiner 

John K. Ford 


Art Unit 

3753 





- Tho MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE "2- MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)[3^Responsive to communication(s) filed on 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3)0^ Since this application is in condition for allowarK^a-eHeepljQrfomnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice und^ Ex parte Quayle^935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 



Disposition of Claims 

4)[B^CIaim(s) MU is/are pending in the application. 

yla) Of the above cl^inj/s) U is/are withdrawn from consideration 



5) 0 Claim(s) l-3.IQ^1 i/ar4 sflowed. 

6) n Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected.to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: b)\3 accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawlng(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a), 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the con-ection is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) n The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action orfonm PTO-152.' 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (POT Rule 17.2(a)). 
See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachnient(s) 

1) n Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) CD Notice of Draflsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) n Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 



4) CH Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) CD Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademartt Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 1-04) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 10292004 



Application/Control Number: 09/760,282 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3753 

Applicant's response has been studied carefully. The Examiner acknowledges a new 
claim 16, but notes that not all of claims 1-16 remain pending (as is stated, in applicant's 
remarks), given the cancellation of claims 4-8, 13 and 15. As well, claims 9 and 1 1 are currently 
withdrawn (but do, in fact remain pending). 

The Examiner acknowledges the receipt of priority documents in this application, here, as 
well as a claim for priority in the original declaration. 

Claims 1, 2, 3, 10, 12, 14 and 16 are allowed. 

In claim 16, line 4, applicant may wish to change "the one" to - - a one - - and permission 
is given here to make that change. 

This apphcation is in condition for allowance except for the following formal matters: 

Claims 9 and 1 1 either need to be cancelled or re-written to be proper dependent claims. 
Because they have been unamended through prosecution they have numerous lack of antecedent 
basis problems of an obvious nature as well as redundant recitations of previously claimed 
elements. For example, in claim 9, "edge seal faces" and "end faces" lack antecedent basis. 
Claim 1 1 recites many previously claimed elements of claim 1 redimdantly. Please address these 
housekeeping amendments or cancel these claims in response to this action. 

Prosecution on the merits is closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte 
Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this action is set to expire TWO MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this letter. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to John Ford at^ekohone 
number (703) 308-2636. /\hi J / 



